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Annual job growth in the North Bay ’s largest counties — Sonom a and Solano — accelerated in
Nov em ber after easing in prev ious m onths, and unem ploy m ent rates m ostly decreased throughout the
North Bay last m onth, according to the latest state estim ates.

Sonoma County
The unem ploy m ent rate in the North Bay ’s largest county was estim ated to be 6 .0 percent in
Nov em ber (6 .2 percent, on a seasonally adjusted basis), ty ing with Napa and San Luis Obispo counties for
the fifth-lowest rate in the state, according to data released Dec. 2 0 by the Em ploy m ent Dev elopm ent
Departm ent. The Sonom a County jobless rate last m onth was down from a rev ised 6 .1 percent in October
and 7 .7 percent from the prev ious Nov em ber.
Based on half-century -old econom ics rule of thum b by Artur Okun, that ev ery 1 percentage point
decrease in the unem ploy m ent rate roughly suggests a 2 percentage point increase in gross dom estic
product, or GDP, the 1 .8 percentage-point drop in Sonom a County ’s seasonally adjusted rate from a y ear
before portends a 3 .6 percent increase in the county ’s gross m easure of econom ic activ ity , according to
Robert Ey ler, PhD, director of the Center for Regional Econom ics at Sonom a State Univ ersity .
“With the best GDP for the nation for one quarter since 2 007 , we look at the signs in Sonom a County
with the lower unem ploy m ent rate and growth in real GDP as really good signs going into 2 01 4 ,” Dr.
Ey ler said.
Net job growth for the county ov er 1 2 m onths was 2 .0 percent, or 3 ,6 00 positions, increasing the
total to 1 83 ,800 jobs last m onth. Leading job-creation industries were business and professional serv ices
with 1 ,1 00 m ore ov er 1 2 m onths; gov ernm ent, 1 ,000; leisure and hospitality , 7 00; retail-dom inated
trade, transportation and utilities, 500; and health care-related, 4 00.
That boost in gov ernm ent em ploy m ent largely cam e from hiring at Graton Resort & Casino in
Rohnert Park, because em ploy ees of Indian tribes are tallied under special gov ernm ent districts,
according to Dr. Ey ler.
State figures included a 1 ,4 00-position increase in Sonom a County special districts starting in
October. The casino opened Nov . 5.
The 3 .7 percent increase in tourism -related jobs ov er 1 2 m onths could be a sign of things to com e,
according to Dr. Ey ler.
“Likely , tourism will continue to grow, based on dem and in Sonom a County ,” he said.
The only m ajor industry with job growth in the red from a y ear before was m anufacturing, with 2 00
fewer positions. Farm ing, construction and inform ation serv ices had no net growth.
Though construction em ploy m ent has been about lev el for two y ears, em ploy m ent for specialty
contractors grew about 7 percent in the past y ear, or by 4 00 jobs, Dr. Ey ler noted.

Solano County
The jobless rate for Solano County was 7 .6 percent in Nov em ber, down from a rev ised 7 .7 percent in
October and 9 .2 percent from a y ear before.
Solano had net annual industry job growth of 3 .6 percent, or 4 ,4 00 positions, bringing the estim ated
total to 1 2 7 ,3 00 jobs in Nov em ber. Leading industries for that growth were retail, with a net gain of
800, or 4 .5 percent; health care, also 800, 5.0 percent; leisure and hospitality , 9 00, 6 .7 percent;
financial and business serv ices, each with 4 00, 8.0 percent and 4 .6 percent, respectiv ely ; and
construction, 2 00, 2 .4 percent.
While no m ajor industries had a net loss of jobs ov er 1 2 m onths, gov ernm ent, m anufacturing and
farm ing had no growth in Solano.
“You are starting to see a little shift from external m arkets to internal m arkets when y ou see m ore
internal dem and,” Dr. Ey ler said. “A lot of counties are starting to go into a peaking of the cy cle, from
export-serv ing to m ore local-serv ing, and that’s what it looks like in Solano.”
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Marin County
Marin County held its title of hav ing the state’s lowest jobless rate, at 4 .6 percent last m onth. That’s
down slightly from a rev ised 4 .7 percent in October and m ore than a percentage point im prov ed from 5.7
percent the prev ious Nov em ber.
Industry em ploy m ent data for Marin this y ear isn’t y et av ailable.

Napa County
The unem ploy m ent rate for Napa County was 6 .0 percent in Nov em ber, up from a rev ised 5.4
percent in October bu well below the y ear-ago estim ate of 7 .3 percent.
Ov er 1 2 m onths, the num ber of industry jobs increased by 1 .6 percent, or 1 ,1 00 positions, to 6 9 ,500.
There is no standout industry that is surging, except for leisure and hospitality .
Hospitality and tourism , added 800, or 7 .2 percent growth; m anufacturing, which includes wine
production, 4 00, 4 .5 percent; and gov ernm ent, retail as well as construction, each with 2 00.
“Wineries are hiring,” Dr. Ey ler said.
Those gains offset net losses of 4 00 in health care, 2 00 in professional and business serv ices, and 1 00
in farm ing.

Mendocino County
The official jobless rate for Mendocino County was 7 .4 % in Nov em ber, up from 7 .0 percent the
prev ious m onth but down 1 .4 percentage points from a y ear before.
Industry jobs declined 0.3 percent, or by 1 00 positions, ov er 1 2 m onths to 2 9 ,4 4 0. The biggest
industry growth cam e from a net gain of 50 jobs in retail.

Lake County
In Lake County , the jobless rate increased to 1 2 .2 percent in Nov em ber from 1 1 .6 in October but was
down significantly from 1 4 .2 percent a y ear before.
Lake had a 1 .1 percent, or 1 4 0-job, decline in net industry em ploy m ent ov er 1 2 m onths. A net loss of
1 80 jobs in construction, logging and m ining ov er the y ear ov ercam e sm all net gains in other industries,
according to the figures.

Unemployment rates in the North Bay
revised
November
Oct ober
Area
2012
2013
Lake County
1 4 .2 %
1 1 .6 %
Marin County
5.7 %
4 .7 %
Mendocino County
8.8%
7 .0%
Napa County
7 .3 %
5.4 %
Solano County
9 .2 %
7 .7 %
Sonom a County
7 .7 %
6 .1 %
California
9 .6 %
8.3 %
U.S.
7 .4 %
7 .0%
Source: California Employment Development Department.

preliminary
November
2013
1 2 .2 %
4 .6 %
7 .4 %
6 .0%
7 .6 %
6 .0%
8.3 %
6 .6 %

St at e
ranking
50
1
16
5
18
5
–
–
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